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WOODSIDE — FLY IN, FLY OUT CAMP — KARRATHA 
345. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I note the Minister for Lands’ response to my question yesterday saying that she is waiting for advice before 
making a decision to support the proposed work camp in Karratha. 
(1) As the minister responsible for state agreements, has the Premier approved Woodside to proceed with its 

$400 million 700-bed camp in Karratha? 
(2) If yes, did the Premier meet with the City of Karratha to seek its views? 
(3) If no, why does the front page of today’s Pilbara News imply the decision is made, and what discussions 

has the Premier had with Woodside to give it the impression that he will just sign off on this work camp? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1) I thank the member, who is one of the two-fifths of the National Party that decided to turn up to question 

time today. It is a question that the member asked the Minister for Lands yesterday, and I want to say 
a few things about this. Clearly the National Party, as indicated by the member for Warren–Blackwood, 
continues its hostility towards the resources, mining, and oil and gas industries in Western Australia. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We heard the member just then saying, “I support regional communities.” The truth is that 
approval for the Onslow camp, about which the member for Warren–Blackwood railed against whilst in 
government, was signed off by LandCorp in January when he was still the Minister for Lands. So let us not have 
any more hypocrisy from you, my friend. I continue — 
(2)–(3) The matter of a camp in the Pilbara that has been referred to is under consideration. I want to make plain 

to people in this house that my colleagues and I are supporters of the mining, and oil and gas industries 
in Western Australia. The Pilbara has no better advocate than the new member for Pilbara. I also note 
that the former member for Pilbara, who seemed to think his role was to lose jobs for his constituents, 
lost his seat. The new member for Pilbara has taken up the cause of the Pilbara. There has been no fiercer 
advocate for it than the new member for Pilbara. The big issue from my point of view when it comes to 
Woodside, a very good Australian company of high reputation, is bringing Browse gas onshore at the 
North West Shelf. That is what we are working towards. In that quest, I am not going to be derailed by 
those economic vandals in the National Party. The government, the member for Pilbara and I, will 
continue to pursue the Australian interests of bringing Browse gas onshore, which the former government 
lost. We are keen to ensure it will come onshore at North West Shelf, as it should always have done and 
as we will advocate and try to achieve. All of the member’s hypocrisy on this issue and his efforts to 
undermine Australian companies, I think, will come to nought. Decisions in relation to this camp will be 
made in due course. No decision has been made. 
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